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Again the AHPN has delivered through a range
of research publications including:

• Start the Press, a content analysis of select
UK national and ethnic press, informed by
community engagement meetings with
journalists and members of African
communities

• Completing the picture: An examination of
the Home Office’s country reports on the
availability of HIV treatment

• BASS Line 2007 an HIV prevention needs
assessment among Africans in England

Pivotal to this work have been our membership
made up of the vast array of African community
based organisations and the people who access
and use their services. Importantly we have
gone about the business of asking the media,
faith communities (Christian and Muslim),
partners of the NAHIP programme, solicitors,
and more importantly African PLWH about their
information needs, existing barriers and the
tools they need to do their work and we have
delivered and forged long lasting partnerships.

In this annual report we hope will give you a
glance at what we do!

African HIV Policy Network
Annual Report 2007–2008 www.ahpn.org
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POSITIVELY LEADING
BY TAKING ACTION

BME Community Services
Brent and Harrow Community Health Project
Brent & Harrow PCT
BUSOGA Association UK
Cabinda Community Association
Central Liverpool PCT
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Taking Action – Policy and Campaigning

Policy and Campaigning

Tackling HIV stigma and discrimination by
working with and facilitating leadership
among faith communities, journalists and
people living with HIV

The AHPN continued to work with faith
communities to tackle HIV stigma and
discrimination by organising trainings with
Christian faith leaders using a toolkit to address
their HIV information needs. A similar toolkit for
Muslim communities is being developed. The
AHPN in partnership with other HIV sector
organisations developed a long-term strategy
on how faith and secular organisations can
work together to address HIV-related issues.

The AHPN collaborated with Panos London and
Thomson Foundation to analyse the
representation of HIV and migrants in UK print
media. The research process and outcomes
were used to foster relationships between HIV
positive migrants and journalists, and to train

HIV advocates to engage the media. The launch
of the report entitled Start the Press brought
stakeholders together, generating greater
coverage of HIV-related issues in the UK on
World AIDS Day 2007.

The AHPN also coordinates Vital Voices, a
leadership training programme for African HIV
positive people in the UK. Vital Voices aims to
develop and enhance leadership skills in order
to enable this population to actively engage in
community, national and global leadership
issues. Thirty African PLWHA came together for
an intensive residential weekend, where they
addressed issues such as self-management,
engagement in advocacy, campaigning and
working with the media. Since then,
participants have given interviews to a range
of media, attended parliamentary meetings,
campaigned at political events and presented
at national conferences.
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Changing Perspectives
www.ahpn.org/campaigns/ChangingPerspectives
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Left: Moono Nyambe
speaking at the launch
of Start the Press

Right: HIV advocate
with anti-stigma
message06

AHPN Members

Centre for African Families Positive Health (CAFPH)
Community Health Action Trust
Community Nutrition
Congolese Youth Association
The Crescent Support Group
DHIVERSE
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Campaigning against the deportation of
people living with HIV, who are on
treatment, to countries where HIV treatment
is not accessible

Launched with the support of Zackie Achmat,
the Chair of South Africa’s Treatment Action
Campaign, Destination Unknown calls on the
UK government to halt the deportation of
people living with HIV who are on treatment,
to countries where HIV treatment is not
accessible. In response to the House of Lords
ruling on the case of ‘N’ ([2005] UKHL31) — a
judgment that has recently been upheld by the
European Courts on Human Rights (Case of N.
v. the United Kingdom) — the AHPN continues
to highlight the contradiction between the UK’s
policy aim of universal access to HIV treatment
for all those who need it by 2010 and the
deportation of HIV positive people to countries
where treatment may not be accessible or
readily available.

The campaign targets the Home office and
Members of Parliament (MPs). The campaign
tool resembles an airline ticket, 10,000 of
which were distributed to AHPN members
throughout the UK. The campaign garnered the
support of the trade union UNISON and Black
and ethnic media. Campaigning has taken place
in community settings, in faith-based settings
and at Capital Woman 2008. The campaign
significantly mobilised migrant networks and
PLWH who normally would not get involved in
political advocacy.

As a part of the campaign the AHPN published a
research report entitled ‘Completing the
Picture’, which examines some of the Home
Office’s Country of Origin reports. The report
calls for more comprehensive and accurate
information in country reports.

Destination Unknown
www.ahpn.org/campaigns/DestinationUnknown

Left: Destination
Unknown campaign tool
Right: AHPN staff
collecting signatures for
Destination Unknown
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East London Somali Welfare Association
Enfield & Haringey Community HIV Network
The Ernest Foundation
Ethiopian Community Centre in the UK (ECCUK)
Faculty of Health & Social Care Services
Faith and Health Support Association
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AHPN Members

Taking Action – continued

Policy and Campaign Focus

Campaigning for new prevention
technologies

The AHPN coordinates the UK African
Microbicides Working Group (individuals from
different HIV organisations working to
accelerate the development of microbicides
and other HIV prevention options), as a
member of UK Campaign for Microbicides.
The Working Group organised seminars in
Manchester and Edinburgh which involved
African women living with HIV and participants
from refugee organisations, universities, family
planning and sexual health clinics. The seminars
focused on the science of microbicides and the
ethics of the trials and contributed to creating a
firm national advocacy base to lobby decision-

makers for funding for the research and
development of microbicides.

The Working Group also met and shared
information with scientists at St George’s
University London through lab tours and visits
to community settings which was featured in a
BBC documentary. Working Group members
participated in the International Microbicides
conference in India where they facilitated and
attended sessions, gave presentations and
wrote a blog.

‘HIV Science in Action’ is available at
www.youtube.com/user/HIVScienceInAction
and photos are available at
www.flickr.com/photos/13813795@N07
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Microbicides
www.ahpn.org/campaigns/Microbicides
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Felly Okoko Okandju
Focus Health Consultancy
French African Welfare Association (FAWA)
The Great Lakes Women’s Health Project
Hackney Social Services
Hammersmith & Fulham Forum
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Left: Toju Cline-Cole
presenting on the UK
African Microbicides
Working Group

Right: The Working
Group on BBC’s
‘Inside Out’ with
St George’s University
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Informing policy and practice by stimulating
debate and undertaking research

The AHPN has held two expert seminars and
organised five country visits to enable us to
develop strategies and policy recommendations
to increase HIV testing amongst Africans living
with undiagnosed HIV in the UK. The expert
seminars involved African people living with
HIV, HIV practitioners, epidemiologists, social
researchers, African community-based
organisations, donors and government
representatives. The seminars reviewed
existing testing initiatives and their acceptability
amongst Africans in the UK. Country visits to
the US, Ghana, South Africa, Malawi and
Ethiopia involved observation and interviews at
community, clinical and commercial testing
settings.

The seminars reported missed opportunities
to test those living with undiagnosed HIV
in primary care settings and a need for
community-based initiatives to have access
to longer term funding and evaluation to
demonstrate effectiveness. The country visits
revealed that strategies grounded in outreach
and community mobilisation that addressed
fear of diagnosis, success of treatment and
HIV-related stigma reported success, as did
multi-sectoral approaches building on existing
structures and partnerships with government,
affected communities, leaders, and HIV
practitioners.

Recommendations from the seminars and the
country visits informed the AHPN’s response to
the BHIVA/BASHH/BIS consultation on their
HIV testing guidelines.

HIV Testing
www.ahpn.org/policy/HIVTesting
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Haringey Council
Health Promotion Society
HIV/AIDS Association of Zambia (HAAZ)
Innovative Vision Organisation
Dr Jane Anderson
Kenya Women’s Association

Left: Nurse in Ghana
testing clinic

Right: HIV testing
research in Ghana.
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AHPN Members

Taking Action – continued

Pan-London HIV Prevention
Programme for Africans

10

Kojo Torumarlgha
Lambeth Social Services
MS Development Corporation
National AIDS Trust
Naz Project London
Neovenator Community Organisation
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The African HIV Policy Network has been a key
stakeholder in shaping and informing the
development of Pan-London African
Communities’ HIV Prevention Programme. The
AHPN specifically organised two consultation
events with its membership during the
stakeholder consultation period, which
informed the AHPN’s position. Furthermore,
the AHPN facilitated the development of a
partnership of African community-based
organizations to have an even hand in
competitive tendering process. The partnership,
entitled the Health Empowerment for Africans
in London (HEAL), was successful in its bid and
will be developing the small media and health
promotion skills building aspect of the
programme in partnership with the Terrence
Higgins Trust (THT).

The National African HIV Prevention
Programme (NAHIP) is a national HIV
prevention programme that targets Africans
living in England. The programme is
implemented through production of resources,
training, small and mass media campaigns and
outreach, and delivered predominantly by
African led organisations. NAHIP is funded by
the Department of Health and managed by the
African HIV Policy Network (AHPN).

The programme’s overall aim is to reduce the
acquisition and transmission of HIV among
African people living in England.
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www.nahip.org.uk

HIV Prevention and NAHIP
Left: Representatives
of the NAHIP partner
organisations during
their away day.

Right: Amdani Juma,
speaking at the last
AHPN Annual General
Meeting.

National African HIV
Prevention Programme
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NORSACA
North Stoke PCT
Organisation of Positive African Men
Pamodzi
Piccadilly Project
Positive East

e

BASS Line 2007 survey: assessing the sexual
HIV prevention needs of African people
in England

Commissioned by the
NAHIP programme,
funded by the
Department of Health
and undertaken by
Sigma research, the
BASS Line 2007 survey
aimed to assess the
HIV prevention needs
of African people living
in England. The survey
was carried out in order
to inform national
interventions and to

support regional and local evidence-based HIV
prevention strategies.

The first of its magnitude aimed at African
people living in England, the survey was
informed by NAHIP partner agencies that
described and prioritised the HIV prevention
needs they were concerned with. Additionally,
the partnership participated in developing the
topics for the questionnaire, which was piloted
to ensure that language and concepts were
appropriate and acceptable.

The BASS Line report highlights the HIV
prevention needs of Africans living in England.
All sexually active people have specific needs
that must be met in order to reduce their
likelihood of participating in HIV transmission.
This includes people who have tested HIV
negative, those who have been diagnosed HIV
positive and those who have not been tested
for HIV. The report complements existing
research on African people living in the UK
including Mayisha I and II.

The Knowledge, the Will and the Power: a
plan of action to meet the HIV prevention
needs of Africans living in England

NAHIP in partnership
with Sigma Research
developed a national
strategic planning
framework in order to
meet the HIV
prevention needs of
Africans living in
England.

The document The Knowledge, the Will and the
Power (KWP) is a comprehensive plan of action
for NAHIP partner organisations, key stakeholders
and decision-makers to minimise the number of
sexual HIV acquisitions and transmissions
involving African people living with HIV.

KWP is a collaborative plan of action that aims to
unite a diverse range of actors that in any way
influence sexual transmission to and from African
people in England. KWP articulates an ethical and
rights-based framework and is grounded on an
evidence-based approach to HIV prevention.

Launched on 27 March 2008, this planning
document, aligned with the BASS Line 2007
report, gives a good indication of where the most
need for HIV prevention is and where the greatest
opportunity for transmission lies.
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AHPN Members

Taking Action – continued
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Positively Women
Positive Parenting & Children
The Rain Trust
Redbridge & Waltham Forest African Communities Forum
Rise Community Action
Sahara Communities Abroad (SACOMA)
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Do it Right — Africans making
healthy choices

The campaign was launched in March 2008.
The Do it Right campaign aims to deliver
information about access to sexual health
services for African people living in England.

The campaign is delivered through an interactive
website with forum discussions and extensive
external links to sexual health services in England
including video storylines and resources such as
booklets, wallet cards and posters.

The Do It Right campaign includes a series of
videos that illustrate different sexual health
scenarios and attitudes towards safer sex and
sexuality. The videos aim to generate public
discussion and raise awareness about the
impact of HIV and other sexually transmitted
infections (STIs) on African families in the UK.

HIV Prevention and NAHIP

Above: Stills from the ”Kobana stories” which are part of the
Do It Right campaign.
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Sahir House
South London African Women (SLAWO)
Southern Africa AIDS Foundation (SAAF)
Stephen Kalema
Terrence Higgins Trust
Together In Prosperity (TIP)

Information exchange and dissemination

The AHPN disseminates information to and from its
members and other stakeholders, including the
statutory sector, funders, organisations and
individuals who are interested in HIV and sexual
health with relevance to Africans living in the UK.
The AHPN also facilitated the largest conference
centred on an integrated response to HIV amongst
Africans living in the UK, entitled ‘Under The
Baobab Tree’.

Media links were established to direct the way in
which personal stories on HIV and related
campaigns are reported. This was done by actively
liaising with radio, print and online media.
Interviews about who we are and what we do were
also shown on African TV channels in the UK.

As a result there has been:
• More coverage about HIV and sexual health in

BME media
• Better monitoring of local, national and

international media and information about HIV
and African communities in the UK

• Increase in responses to articles in popular
press to inform and provide commentary on
HIV and Africans living in the UK

The AHPN continued to have electronic information
updates disseminated via email which provide the
most recent information on events, publications,
policy, campaigning, training and news stories
relevant to Africans affected by HIV. All information
can be accessed via the AHPN website
www.ahpn.org.
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Financial Summary

Restricted Unrestricted Total Total

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2008 2008 2008 2007

Note £ £ £ £

Incoming resources
Incoming resources

from generated funds:

Donations, grants and

similar incoming resources 2 735,000 509,756 1,244,756 889,467

Investment income 3 — 5,593 5,593 —

Total incoming resources 735,000 515,349 1,250,349 889,467

Resources expended
Charitable activities 4 734,494 435,317 1,169,811 845,816

Governance costs 5 — 86,165 86,165 64,778

Total resources expended 6 734,494 521,482 1,255,976 910,594

Movement in total funds for the
year — net income/(expenditure)
for the year 506 (6,133) (5,627) (21,127)

Total funds at 1 April 2007 96,696 116,147 212,843 233,970

Total funds at 31 March 2008 97,202 110,014 207,216 212,843

The Statement of Financial Activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.

Statement of financial activities
for the year ended 31 March 2008
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AHPN Members

Uganda AIDS Action Fund (UAAF)
Uganda Community Relief Association
Waltham Forest Somali Welfare & Cultural Association
Waverley Care
West African Health Initiative (WAHI)
West African Networking Initiative (WANI)
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2008 2007

Note £ £ £ £
Fixed assets

Tangible fixed assets 9 10,481 12,908

Current assets
Debtors 10 23,798 8,178

Cash at bank and in hand 315,236 542,925

339,034 551,103

Creditors: amounts falling

due within one year 11 (52,828) (10,750)

Net current assets 286,206 540,353

Total assets less current liabilities 296,687 553,261

Deferred income 12 (89,471) (340,418)

Net assets 207,216 212,843

Charity funds
Restricted funds 13 97,202 96,696

Unrestricted funds 13 110,014 116,147

Total funds 207,216 212,843

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part
VII of the Companies Act 1985 relating to small charitable companies and in accordance with
the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective January 2007).

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 24 July 2008 and
signed on their behalf by:

Charles Oduka, Chair Eddy Aroda, Treasurer

Balance sheet
as at 31 March 2008

African HIV Policy Network
Annual Report 2007–2008 www.ahpn.org
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Widows and Orphans International
Winnie Ssanyu Sseruma
WoMan Being Concern International
Youth Projects International
Zacca — Lisanga
Zimbabwean Women's Network UK
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Abbott UK
Boehringer Ingelheim
Department of Health
Elton John AIDS Foundation
Enfield & Haringey PCTs & Councils
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AHPN People

Our People
Staff:
Angelina Namiba (from March 2008) NAHIP Programme Leader,
Christabell Kunda AHRF Administrator/Policy Assistant, Dorothy
Nyapendi Information & Admin Officer (from August 2007),
Georgina Caswell Policy & Community Engagement Officer,
Jane Nake Acting Project Development Officer (from December
2007 to April 2008), Jennifer Nanka-Bruce (to June 2007)
Administrator, Mariama Kamara (from August 2007)
Administrator/Office Manager, Max Sesay Chief Executive Officer,
Rhon Reynolds Head of Policy & Deputy CEO, Tamala Weeks
Information & Admin Officer (to June 2007), Taiwo Makanjuola (to
January 2008) Project Development Officer,
Walter Gillgower (to March 2008) NAHIP Project Manager

Board:
Charles Oduka Board Chair, Masi Cowper Board Vice-Chair,
Caleb Christopher Board Secretary, Eddy Aroda Treasurer, Cheikh
Traore Board Trustee, Eunice Sinyemu Board Trustee, Dr Charles
Mazhude Board Trustee, Oola Balam Board Trustee

Advisory Council:
Anna Aguma Lambeth Southwark & Lewisham African Health
Forum, Caleb Christopher Newham African HIV and Sexual Health
Forum, Dele Williams Berkshire African and Caribbean Forum,
Diana Chituku Hackney African Forum, Eunice Sinyemu African
and Minority Ethnic Network (Scotland), Fabian Mugodhi
Redbridge & Waltham Forest African Communities Forum, Fred
Semugera South West London Forum, Mary Okoth West London
African Health Forum, Sabina Obare Camden & Islington, Sabiti
Kamugisha South West London Forum, Sarah Pulle Barking &
Dagenham African Health Forum, Syson Namaganda Northern
Forum, William Gemegah Brent & Harrow African Forum

Volunteers and Placement Students:
Abayomi Adegite, Adebanji Omotayo, Catherine Chipongo,
Catherine Kouame-Essoh, Cecilia Chileshe, Danmore Sithole,
Edna Soomre, Godwin Onwuchekwa, Ijeoma Ajibade, Janet
Gander, John Sesay, Joyce Nankamba, Mabel Turyagenda
Maureen Ndawana, Mudia Uzzi, Oliver Anozie, Priscilla Kabaso,
Sandra Moreira

www.ahpn.org
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Gilead Sciences Ltd.
GlaxoSmithKline
Peter Moores Foundation
Pfizer Ltd.
Roche Products Ltd.
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AFRICAN HIV POLICY NETWORK
New City Cloisters, 196 Old Street
London EC1V 9FR
Tel: +44 (0)20 7017 8910
Fax: +44 (0)20 7017 8919
email: info@ahpn.org
Company Limited by Guarantee
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